Step 2: Big Idea
The Olympic Games and other common wealth events are a time when nations around the world display their pride, culture and heritage. How do these events strengthen or weaken Canada's relationship with other Countries and maintain its own cultural, environmental and social diversity?
Culminating Activity:
(Assessment of Content Knowledge and Thinking)
Students will complete a Google Form which requires them to look at data and read some information regarding Canada's relationship with other countries. Students will respond in a variety of ways, including multiple choice, open response and checkbox.
(Assessment of Application and Communication)
Students will be given ONE country to Research that Canada has a connection  (social, political, economic, etc.,) with and will create a Wikispace Presentation that describes this connection through links, pictures, video, etc,. Students may focus on themes such as history, geography, tourism, immigration, indigenous peples, media, sports).  Within  the presentation, students will  identify the impact of immigration, technology culture and economics that Canada's involvement with other countries has had on Aboriginal Populations.
Resources:
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/learningresources/lesson_plans/high_school/nwt_hs_student_worksheet1.html












Ontario Curriculum Expectations:
Media Literacy:
Point of View  1.5 identify whose point of view is presented in a media text, identify missing or alternative points of view, and, where appropriate, determine whether the chosen view achieves a particular goal (e.g., identify biases in two different media texts that focus on the same topic or event; evaluate the portrayal of Aboriginal people in the media)  
Writing
Point of View   2.5 identify their point of view and other possible points of view; determine, when appropriate, if their own view is balanced and supported by the evidence; and adjust their thinking and expression if appropriate 
2.3 use some vivid and/or figurative language and innovative expressions to
enhance interest (e.g., strong verbs; concrete ,specific nouns; unusual adjectives; unexpected word order)
create complex sentences by combining phrases, clauses, and/or simple sentences (e.g., combine several simple sentences
Punctuation
3.4 use punctuation appropriately to communicate their intended meaning in
longer and more complex sentences, with a focus on the use of: commas to separate words in a list or after an
Introductory word or phrase; quotation marks in dialogue; and some uses o fthe colon, semi-colon, and brackets
3.5 use parts of speech correctly to communicate their meaning clearly, with a focus
on the use of: personal subject and object\pronouns (e.g., I, me) indefinite pronouns (e.g., someone, nobody); conjunctions;
subordinate clauses; adverb phrases; and present, past, and future verb tenses
Reading:
1.6 extend understanding of texts by connecting, comparing, and contrasting the ideas in them to their own knowledge, experience, and insights, to other familiar texts, and to the world around them  Teacher prompt: "How does the author's treatment of this topic compare with treatments of the topic in other sources?"
1.8 make judgements and draw conclusions about ideas in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to support their views  Teacher prompts: "What conclusions can you draw from the events or information presented in the text?" "Has the author chosen the most convincing facts to support his or her opinion?"   
1.9 Point of View Identify the point of view presented in texts; determine whether they can agree with the view, in whole or in part; and suggest some other possible perspectives (e.g., ask questions to identify any biases that are stated or implied in the view presented)  Teacher prompts: "Who would be most likely to share this point of view? Who would not?"  
Math:
Collect and organize discrete or continuous primary data and secondary data and display the data using charts and graphs, including continuous line graphs; read, describe, and interpret data, and explain relationships between sets of data ;determine the theoretical probability of an outcome in a probability experiment, and use it to predict the frequency of the outcome.
Social Studies: 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Identify important international organizations/agreements in which Canada partcipates and describe their purpose.
· Use latitude and longitude coordinates to locate some major cities and countries of the world;
· Use base maps and a variety of information sources to sketch the relative position of places (e.g., location of trading partners, popular tourist areas of the United States and Canada);• explain the relevance to Canada of current global issues and inﬂuences. 
· use a variety of resources and tools to investigate different historical points of view about the positive and negative effects of early contact between First Nation peoples and European 
     explorers;  
· analyse examples of interaction between First Nation peoples and European   explorers to identify and report on the effects of cooperation and the reasons for disagreements between the two groups. 




DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENT
ASSIGNMENT:
Students will read two opposing articles, with two different point of views about the impact of the carbon footprint of the 2010 Vancouver Olympics.  This activity combines the outcomes of the last TLCP cycle (the importance of biodiversity to maintain the health of  our earth) with the current focus/Big Idea: The Olympic Games and other common wealth events are a time when nations around the world display their pride, culture and heritage. How do these events strengthen or weaken Canada's relationship with other Countries and maintain cultural, environmental and social diversity?
(Note, these articles have been condensed/changed to meet the reading needs of the students, original article is attached)
Student Response:
1) Summarize the Point of View in each article.
2) What strategies have the authors used to get their “point” across to the reader?
3) Which article do you find most effective in convincing you and why?
4) Using one of the articles, compare and contrast the information provided by connecting your own point of view.
5) Is it important that the Media represent different view points of the  Olympics or other international events?










ARTICLE
In Depth, Environment
2010 Olympics
Canada puts environment on podium
http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/environment/olympics.html
By Denise Deveau

Each Olympics offers an opportunity for the world to witness athletic excellence.
But the Games are also a chance for organizers to push the envelope on technology and design innovation, and the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver are certainly no exception. 

The Vancouver Organizing Committee (VANOC) for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games is the first to officially commit to applying environmental sustainability principles to the Games — from ground-level logistics to maintaining the towering ski slopes. 

Scores of technology developers, design engineers, environmental specialists and urban planners are applying their collective creative power to turn the Vancouver Games into what they say will be a gold medal performance in sustainability.

What does this mean in practical terms? 

Sporting venues, accommodations and transportation systems alike are being scrutinized to find ways to minimize their impact on the environment. Eco-friendly engine technologies are the order of the day for rail and public transit systems. Recovering waste heat from cooling systems and ice-making equipment will be common practice.










Advanced filtering and treatment technologies will reclaim wastewater for multi-purpose functions, from irrigating gardens to flushing toilets. And the organizers say that even the data centres that run the show will be the picture of economic and processing efficiency. 
[image: val]
The Olympic Oval for speed skating in Richmond, B.C., shown here under construction, has a 2.6-hectare wooden roof that uses local wood from trees killed by the pine beetle infestation. Energy-saving innovations include a ground-source heat pump system to supply energy for the ice plant. 

One particular showcase for environmental technology is the Richmond Oval for speed skating. The site is being built to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver certification standards — a system created by the United States Green Building Council to rate how "green" a building is in terms of energy use and efficiency. 
If approved, the Oval will be the largest LEED Silver certified building in the world, according to Ted Townsend, senior manager of communications for the City of Richmond, B.C.
"We’ve not only taken in the environmental aspects in our design, but also the social and economic aspects," he says. "More than anything else, we want this building to be a global showcase for sustainable building practices and have it serve the needs of the community for decades to come."
Although it is a sizeable facility at 33,000 square metres, measures are being taken to reduce the Richmond Oval's environmental footprint. Energy-saving innovations include a ground-source heat pump system to supply energy for the ice plant. In turn, heat recovered from the ice plant will be used for the building's heating and cooling systems.
A point of particular pride is the 2.6-hectare wooden roof.
"It's unusual to use wood for a roof of that size, but the key is we are using local wood from trees killed by the pine beetle infestation and making it a viable construction material," explains Townsend. (Earlier this year some fungi was discovered in the roof's insulating material, but it is being replaced and the wooden parts of the roof are not affected, Olympic officials say.)
The glass facade on the north side of the oval, along with polycarbonate siding on the other sides, maximize the use of natural light and reduce energy consumption.
Even the storm-water runoff from the roof will make a lasting contribution to the local scenery. The 13 concrete buttresses used to control the flow will be embedded with relief drawings by First Nations artist Susan Point that appear in relief when water runs over them. The reclaimed water will be used to flush toilets in the facility or treated for safe release to the environment. 
Water system leading way
[image: http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/environment/gfx/vancouver-220.jpg]
Work continues on the expansion of the Vancouver Trade and Convention Centre, Oct. 5, 2006, that will be part of the main press centre for the 2010 Olympic Games. (Chuck Stoody/Canadian press) 

The new Vancouver Convention Centre, meanwhile, will be the first building in Canada to combine ultra-filtration membrane and reverse osmosis systems to desalinate ocean water and treat wastewater for flushing toilets and irrigating a green roof garden. 
The ZeeWeed ultra-filtration membrane system was developed in Canada for use in specialized commercial applications, explains Tony Kobilnyk, global trade media relations manager for GE Water & Process Technologies in Oakville, Ont.
It will capture 100 per cent of the water used in the building and reuse 75 per cent of that. 

An added bonus, he says, is that these ultra-filtration systems — which will also be used in other Olympic venues — can be concealed within a building because they take up half the space of conventional treatment systems.
Keeping score
While sustainability isn't the first thing one thinks of when watching scoreboards or surfing the web, VANOC is making sure no stone is left unturned in that area either. 




Article:
http://www.ctvolympics.ca/environment/green-games/newsid=16640.html
Torch relay's carbon footprint worth it: B.C. minister 
The Canadian Press
By James Keller, The Canadian Press Posted Wednesday, September 30, 2009 6:41 

VANCOUVER - The fuel feeding the Olympic flame won't be the only thing burning when the torch relay begins next month, as its 45,000-kilometre journey by air, land and water into every corner of Canada generates its own share of carbon emissions. 

But the chance to include the entire country in the excitement of the 2010 Vancouver Olympics will be worth the environmental impact the relay might have, the B.C. cabinet minister in charge of the Games said Wednesday. 
"The 2010 Winter Games that are coming to Canada, it's a big deal, and it's not just Vancouver's Games,'' Mary McNeil, the province's secretary of state for the Olympics, told reporters after an announcement by Coca-Cola on its own sustainability plans for the relay. 
"This is a huge opportunity for us,'' McNeil said. 

She acknowledged that the relay will have an impact, but she said it's also a chance to lead by example as Olympic organizers and sponsors find ways to reduce their impact on the environment. 

"It also is a good opportunity for us to create public awareness, to get out there and say, 'We do have an issue, we need to be environmentally sustainable,''' McNeil said. 


"Sometimes you need large events in order to get the message out.'' 
The torch will be lit in Olympia, Greece, on Oct. 22, and arrive in Victoria on Oct. 30 to begin the Canadian leg of the relay. 

For the next 106 days, it will travel by vehicle, plane, boat and train to visit every province and territory on a route that includes 1,000 communities and extends into the Far North. 

Vancouver Olympic officials say they are updating their estimates of the torch relay's carbon footprint, but pointed to a report released in January 2008 by the David Suzuki Foundation.  The report, using figures from 2007, put the figure at about 1,500 tonnes. Vehicle travel represented about half of that preliminary estimate. The rest included air and plane travel for the relay, as well as travel for the torch bearers. 

The report estimated that the flame itself - which will be fuelled by a blend of propane, iso-butane and hydrocarbons - will be responsible for about five tonnes of carbon emissions. To put those numbers in perspective, the David Suzuki Foundation says driving a mid-size car for a year produces about five tonnes of carbon dioxide. 

The relay will make up just a small fraction of the total emissions associated with the Games - representing about half a per cent - but it's not insignificant, said Deborah Carlson, one of the authors of the David Suzuki Foundation report. 
Carlson said organizers need to ensure that both the relay and the Games are run in the most sustainable way possible, but that more importantly they should use the Olympics to bring that message to Canadians. 
"It's understandable that Olympic organizers want to share the torch relay with as many Canadians as possible, but they also have this excellent opportunity to speak to Canadians about climate solutions,'' Carlson said in an interview. 

Olympic organizers say they're also doing other things to lower the emissions, including sustainable venue design and construction, an environmentally friendly transportation plan and the use of fuel efficient vehicles. 







ARTICLE
No Olympics on Stolen Land
http://no2010.com/node/19

by zig zag
“What causes opponents to come of their own accord is the prospect of gain.
What discourages opponents from coming is the prospect of harm.”
Sun Tzu, The Art of War

The 2010 Winter Olympics, to be held in Vancouver-Whistler from February 12-27, 2010, is today a very real threat to Native peoples, the urban poor (many of whom are also Native), and the environment.

While cutting social services, healthcare, education, etc., the BC Liberal government is at the same time providing billions of dollars to construction companies & other Olympic-related industries. 

Already, more land has been destroyed for the expansion or construction of highways, ski resorts, & Olympic venues. Billions of ‘public’ money is also being spent on new bridges, port facilities, railways, as well as urban transit.

Most of this work is directly linked to 2010, to improve transportation & other infrastructure in preparation for the games. 



Mountains Under Attack
“The mountains, pure & undisturbed, are essential to the survival of all people. Mountain ecosystems provide us Indian people with all of our physical, cultural and spiritual needs… the mountains are our shelter and protection… The most powerful medicines are collected in the mountains. The source of all water comes from the mountains. The mountains are the most spiritual place for us.” (Elder quoted in “Our Elders Tell Us,” Our Mountain Worlds & Traditional Knowledge, 2002)






Article:

http://www.carleton.ca/jmc/cnews/09022007/n2print.shtml
Green Olympics easier said than done 
OTTAWA  |  Feb. 9 , 2007 — A giant clock outside the Vancouver Art Gallery should remind passersby that the Winter Olympics, to be held in Vancouver and Whistler Feb.12-28, 2010, are coming closer every day. From Feb. 12, the clock will count down the "days, hours, minutes and seconds" until the Games’ opening ceremonies. 
Every city that bids to host the Olympics "has some storyline about how unique they are," says Elvin Wyly, an associate professor with the University of British Columbia's geography department. He is involved with the Impact on Community Coalition, an independent group that tries to get the public involved in planning the Games. Vancouver's main storyline, he says, was sustainability.

Yet some 2010 environmental sustainability plans are already falling short. Critics also say the massive construction required to mount an Olympic-sized event can never be environmentally friendly.

Highway hits the brakes

One plan that has run into problems is the "Hydrogen Highway." Originally billed as a chance to showcase hydrogen fuel-cell technology, the plan was to have fuel-cell vehicles provide public transportation to Games sites. Canada's Ballard Power Systems and several government organizations were involved.

As time has passed, that plan has run up against reality, says David Chernushenko, deputy leader of the federal Green Party who advised the Vancouver Olympic committee back in the bid stage. "The supply of hydrogen and the cars that would run it are not yet available," he says.
Representatives of the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC) were unavailable for comment.

The Sea-to-Sky Highway, the main road between Vancouver and Whistler, could also give Games organizers environmental headaches. Protestors have questioned Games-related highway expansion plans that eat away at rare ecosystems. 
Also, mudslides make sections of the route quite dangerous. One blocked the route for hours in early February.

Setting up water ferries to bypass dangerous sections and connecting the ferries to public transit could help, Chernushenko says. However, that would likely require environmental assessments to consider potential problems, which means the ferry plan's future is uncertain. "That's still up in the air," Chernushenko says.

Constructing a greener Games 

The venues where Olympians will skate, ski, curl is one area where the organizing committee hopes to help the environment. It plans to construct all the new buildings, such as the curling centre, with energy-efficient materials and systems that meet the LEED Silver sustainability standard.

All the new construction for the Olympics also consumes large amounts of both resources and land. 

The committee is definitely choosing green options, he says. "They’re very good at trying to do the right thing, and they deserve a lot of credit for that."

Yet why does Whistler need a bobsled and luge run, Kasselman asks? Calgary’s, built for the 1988 Olympics, is a short plane ride away. After the Olympics, the Whistler track will be an unnecessary extra, he says. 

Having a lasting impact 

Chernushenko says the committee has been trying to create a lasting legacy for the region, one that goes beyond large sports facilities. 

One example is the Vancouver athletes' village, to be built on downtown industrial land cleaned up for the Games

Natives debate flame’s power to fuel their dreams
By Roy MacGregor, The Globe and Mail Posted Monday, November 16, 2009
They are, uncle and nephew, a study in contrast.
Jarvis P. Googoo is in his "hospital garb" torchbearer suit, walking among his stepmother Sylvia's bizarre front lawn of Simpsons characters, a tribute to a slice of modern culture the 29-year-old Halifax lawyer loves most of all.
Angus Googoo is out back, smoking and thinking.
"You know," he says in his slow, languid way of speaking , "if I had a chance to go back 400, 500 years, I'd just as soon go back and live out my life in the bush.
"The world's moving too fast for us, you know, too fast."
Not fast enough for Jarvis Googoo, asking for the time and hurrying off to his appointed moment with the television cameras and microphones that follow this parade across Canada like deerflies on a moose.
Jarvis, who graduated just last year, plans to do legal work in human rights and is interested in land claims.
Angus is, as well, only differently. The 49-year-old rigger once helped hijack a huge truck he and his buddies then placed across a local bridge, causing no end of headaches to Cape Breton traffic - but they did manage to get the speed limit reduced from 100 kilometres an hour to 70. He would call that the inalienable rights of kids to be able to cross the road to visit their friends.
He was part of the Burnt Church protests over New Brunswick fishing rights.
He was at Oka.
Uncle and nephew share a hero, however. He is John B. Googoo, Angus's grandfather and Jarvis's great-grandfather.
Back in 1939, Angus Googoo explains, the Canadian government sought to have Waycobah vanish from the New Brunswick map. The Mi'kmaq were offered incentives - new houses, better schools - to move up the road several kilometres to the village of Eskasoni. The families agreed, and as they moved out the authorities burned their houses and threatened to burn the church.
But John B. Googoo and his brothers and sisters refused to leave or to let the church be burned. "Eventually, most of them [the families] came back to Waycobah and built again."
Both uncle and nephew are acutely aware of the aboriginal component of the 2010 Winter Games. It is not only found on logos and hockey crests, but in having aboriginal youngsters guard the "mother flame" and in visiting a long string of native communities, including three Mi'kmaq communities here yesterday.
They also know that there is some dissension.
"I am very well aware of the No Olympics on Stolen Ground movement," says Jarvis. "I respect the point of view of those who are concerned. But there's good and bad to everything and, to me, the Olympics have a good side in that they bring nations together, they bring unity. That's why I have chosen to run with the torch on my own land."
Angus, the uncle, shakes his head and uses his free hand to outline a box between us.
"This block of air we share together?" he asks. "How can I own that any more than you can own it? Same with the land. I look at land claims that way - it's no one's land but we all have to protect it.
"I don't think the Olympics will be of any advantage as far as land claims go."
Danny Paul would disagree. The 50-year-old Mi'kmaq fancy dancer - who will perform at opening ceremonies in Vancouver - sees such attention as "an opportunity for first nations."
Canadians, he says, will have to think again about the record of recent years. The Harper government apologized for native schools, which was good.
The Harper government ignored the Kelowna Accord that would have pumped $5-billion into native education, housing and health, which was bad. The Harper government shelved the Kyoto accord on the environment, which was bad for everyone.
"We could have done a service to all mankind," Paul says. "What we do to our environment we do to ourselves." Best of all, though, Paul adds, is that the symbolism of the flame marries the Olympics to all aboriginals.
"There's a significance to what fire means to us," he says. "It can protect you. It can give you light to see. It will cook your food and keep you warm. The fire has its own spirit. And it has the power to unite the whole country."
What the Olympics will do, he says, "is cast a brighter light on our communities. We're not the old Wild West Indians you see in the movies. If you see our communities, then the stereotypes will no longer be there."
Angus Googoo isn't convinced. He is back sitting behind the house again, a fresh cigarette flicking. "I tell you," he says. "If I could go back 500 years I would."














http://no2010.com/node/1183


To:  Canadian Olympic Committee 
Increased Support for Aboriginal Athletes 

We feel that it is necessary for you to consider the plight of Aboriginal athletes within Canada. Canadians are immensely proud of their athletes, but they also realize that their performance is compromised by under-funding and bureaucratic limitations. Imagine if you will then, the almost insurmountable challenges facing those who are effectively denied even this meagre support. Unfortunately, this is the lot of athletes from northern areas and Aboriginal communities, none of who had the opportunity to represent Canada in Athens. 
There was a time in Canada when Aboriginal people were barred from amateur competition because it was thought we held an unfair racial advantage over our competitors. Today the situation is scarcely any better – our participation within national sport programs is either entirely lacking or largely non-existent. 
We, the undersigned Aboriginal athletes, request that: 

1) Instead of showing off Aboriginal culture at the 2010 Olympics in Whistler, through dance, regalia and cultural appropriation, Canada show support for Aboriginal sport and athletes by funding Aboriginal athletes and sporting programs. 

2) Canada work towards having a representational number of Aboriginal persons representing Canada on the 2008 Olympic team, based upon our population number within Canada. 

3) That Canada work towards having a representational number of Aboriginal persons representing Canada on all future Olympic teams. 

4) If any Aboriginal regalia, ceremonies, legends etc. are to be used in showcasing Canada at international sporting events, that Aboriginal athletes be supported in a drive to reach competitive levels at those competitions. 

5) Sport organizations within Sport Canada identify those athletes within their high performance programs, who are Aboriginal and seek to increase those numbers. 

6) Sport organizations within Canada that are initiating programs to increase Aboriginal participation, identification and programs from community recreation through to elite levels be further supported. 

There are over one million Aboriginal people within Canada, we feel that an appropriate number to initially represent Canada at the Olympic level is ten. We know that these challenges can be met, as they have been with other countries that have Aboriginal populations, who have been historically underrepresented at international competitions; there were 11 Indigenous athletes representing Australia on the 2004 Olympic team, while New Zealand’s 2004 Olympic team had 16 Maori members. 
This is a valuable opportunity for Canada and the Canadian Olympic Committee to initiate programming that will ensure Aboriginal Canadians are represented at international competitions in the future. 
Sincerely, 
The Undersigned 

http://www.fourhostfirstnations.com/


  















One Aboriginal athlete at the Olympics beats 200 token dancers 
http://www.intemperatenorth.com/2009/11/one-aboriginal-athlete-at-olympics.html
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_DugGYrQUvug/SvuSdPbso0I/AAAAAAAAABw/EtFk5hDkhhQ/s400/Cathy+Freeman+1994.jpg]
I think we would all agree that prevention is better than treatement, especially when it comes to health. The costs are uncomparable.

There was a time in Canada when Aboriginal people were barred from amateur competition because it was thought we held an unfair racial advantage over our competitors (Native athletes were put in the same category as 'professional athletes').
How times have changed. 

Today the situation is scarcely any better – our participation within national sport programs is either entirely lacking or non-existent. Demographically we represent one of the unhealthiest groups in Canadian society with rates of diabetes, obesity, heart disease, resporatory disease, and suicide significantly above national averages.
It is LONG past time that we had a comprehensive strategy to deal with the health of Aboriginal people. One place we can start by working with Aboriginal and northern athletes.

Here is my thoughts on how Canada can address this problem:

1) Instead of showing off Aboriginal culture at the 2010 Olympics in Whistler, through dance, regalia and cultural appropriation, Canada should support a short and long term strategic initiative to identify and develop Aboriginal athletes. One athlete representing Canda in 2012 means more than 200 token dancers in 2010. We have young people in northern Canada that are capable of achieving elite levels of performance ... if they are given the opportunity.
Role model posters don't cut it.

2) Assembly of First Nations support elite level coaches that work with Aboriginal athletes through a monthly stipend. Quebec supports national team coaches that coach QC athletes with a significant yearly incentive - the implications of this policy ripple from elite level selection to grassroots development.

3) Canada work towards having a set number of Aboriginal persons representing Canada on all future Olympic teams (through the above strategies and others).

4) If any Aboriginal regalia, ceremonies, legends etc. are to be used in showcasing Canada at international sporting events, that Aboriginal athletes be supported in a drive to reach competitive levels at those competitions. No athletes - no dancers.

There are over 1.3 million Aboriginal people within Canada. We know that these challenges can be met, as they have been with other countries that have large Aboriginal populations (populations that have been historically underrepresented at international competitions); there were 11 Indigenous athletes representing Australia on the 2004 Olympic team, while New Zealand’s 2004 Olympic team had 16 Maori members. Both of these countries developed national programs to identify and develop Aboriginal athletes.

There is a valuable opportunity for Canada to initiate programming that will ensure Aboriginal Canadians are given equal opportunity to represent Canada at international competitions in the future. Canada's national teams should represent all of Canada. The positive spin offs of identifying and developing Aboriginal athletes in Canada will go way beyond the interests of the specific future stars, the ripples will go towards preventing the many health issues faced in Aboriginal Canada.


No Olympic benefits for Aboriginal people 
http://www.nugget.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=2208099

Posted By LAURA ROBINSON 
Posted 8 days ago

Recent stories about the Vancouver Olympics and the role the federal government is playing are troubling. 

As Adolph Hitler found out when he staged the 1936 Berlin Olympics and introduced the torch relay to the modern Games, it is easy to persuade people that your government is on their side through the clever use of propaganda. No matter how many Aboriginal symbols and people are used in these Games, it is important to remember that only Canada and the United States have not signed the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Organizers of these Games constantly state that Aboriginal participation is unprecedented, but even Tewanee Joseph, CEO of Four Host First Nations -- the organization that is the bridge between organizers and the community -- admits he can't name one Aboriginal athlete on our Olympic teams -- winter or summer. If there are 200 athletes on the team to these Games, in terms of population ratios, six or seven should be Aboriginal. 

Other issues to think about: 
VANOC -the Vancouver Olympic Committee -- asked the City of Vancouver for an injunction against the planned Feb. 14 women's march on East Hastings Street. Every year people march on Valentine's Day to remember the missing and murdered women of the city's eastside, and to bring attention to ongoing issues of violence against Aboriginal women. VANOC said the march would cause traffic jams. Vancouver disallowed the injunction and the march will proceed. 
Cowichan First Nation knitters had offered to supply their famous and beautiful hand-knit sweaters as an official sweater for the Games. VANOC turned down them down. This fall The Bay, an official sponsor, came out with $350 sweaters copied from traditional Cowichan designs. The nation luckily took the organizing committee to task and settled, but imagine the economic benefits -- not to mention the pride -- had VANOC gone with First Nation knitters. 

Mi'kmaw Children's Se't A'newey Performance Choir say that in 2007 Premier Gordon Campbell twice invited them to sing at the opening ceremonies. This fall VANOC told them they were not on the program, and the premier had nothing to do with the opening ceremonies. They were then allowed to sing at the Aboriginal Pavilion at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre" during Newfoundland and Labrador Day, but proudly replied that they weren't interested in playing second fiddle." 

The Aboriginal Pavilion at the Olympics is not in the Queen Elizabeth Theatre, but rather is a temporary tent in the theatre's parking lot. 
There are no plans to ensure that Aboriginal youth have access to Olympic facilities. With the exception of the First Nations Snowboarding Team, an initiative of the Squamish First Nation, and Chill Out" -- a snowboarding program for inner-city youth started by Metis, not VANOC -- there are no other programs in the 22 sports for Aboriginal youth to access. 
Participants in the Olympic Indigenous Youth Gathering from Jan. 30-Feb. 14 were asked on the VANOC website, Want to be part of the Olympic Games?" -- yet are sent home the day after Olympic competition begins on Feb. 13. They had to send a photo of themselves in regalia, not 21st century clothing, and must be able to dance, drum, take instruction and perform for an international audience. They must volunteer" for all performances and can be sent home for even talking to the media should they have a problem with arrangements, such as dorm-style accommodations" during the H1N1 pandemic, or other restrictions. Such restrictions include having no rights to their own image, or creative work, so if the youth are performing in the opening ceremonies, which bring in revenues of hundreds of millions of dollars, they have no rights to claim a single penny. If their image, artwork, or written work appear in the official" books of the Olympics, they have no rights to any of the profit generated by the books. If they create a song, dance or piece of visual art while at the Youth Gathering, VANOC holds 100% of the rights to all of these creations in perpetuity and does not have to pay the writers, dancers or musicians anything.
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